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Guidelines for Writing Learning Outcomes

« Use only one verb per learning outcome. If not possible, use action verbs from one/adjacent
level of Bloom’s taxonomy per LO.

« Avoid vague terms like know, understand, learn, be familiar with, be exposed to, be
acquainted with, and be aware of. (More associated with teaching objectives than LOs)

Bloom’s Taxonomy U = Remembering/Understanding

A = Applying/Analyzing
E = Evaluating/Creating
« Avoid complicated sentence. If necessary, use more than one sentence to ensure clarity.
+ LOs must be observable, measurable, and capable of being assessed.
* Bear in mind the timescale within which the LOs are to be achieved. Ask if it is realistic to
achieve the LOs with the time and resources available.
« Before finalize the LOs, ask important stakeholders and the alumni if the LOs make sense to

them!

Apply “SMART” on Writing PLOs

« Specific: accurately states what the successful student is expected to achieve

» Measurable: able to accurately assess whether or not the outcome has been achieve
« Achievable: within the range of abilities of the student

« Relevant: relatable to the objectives/aims of the program

« Timely: achievable within the duration of the study period
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(Learning activities and Assessment)
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